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Class Course: The 7 Churches of the Book of Revelations


Week # 4:The Church at Sardis & Philadelphia


Last week: Thyatira: we shared the judgement of allowing “Jezebel” but didn’t share the promise to those who overcome… Rev. 2:26-28: And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: (authority to influence & change governments & cultures) And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star (dawning/ birthing light).





Side-note: Spirits=Life, Stars=Position, Angels=Representation & Responsibility
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Specific angels (messengers) for specific messages of overcoming








Ephesus: stars & candlesticks (position), 





Smyrna: first & last (purpose)





Pergomos: two edged sword (piercing), 





Thyatira: fire & refined brass (power) 





Sardis: 7 Spirits & 7 stars (perfection),





 Philadelphia: Keys & doors (patience)





Laodiceans: neither hot nor cold (pointless) 





It’s the only one referred to as the “church of the Laodiceans” (meaning their city named them) while others are “the church in Ephesus” and so on








Sardis: Reputation for Representing Life & Perfection,  but Was Dead & Pathetic





Sardis: a luxurious city; now an obscure village, Sardis was celebrated for it’s wealth.


(v.1)These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.


The Church had sunk into a superficial state. Self-satisfaction springs up when a certain reputation has been acquired, is the road to self-deception & stagnation.


(v.2) I have not found thy works perfect before God (imperfect: incomplete/ lacking substance)


(v.3)  If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. (if you’re not vigilant, My life will come upon you and you will not even recognize it)


(v.4-5) Thou hast a few names (called by purpose) even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments (mantles); and they shall walk with me in white (brightness of glory/ representation): for they are worthy (according to passion for God). He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, (eternal purpose by which we were named) but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. PERFECTION: is a REFINER’S FIRE & Passion of growing into WHO GOD purposed us to BE.


Romans 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and PERFECT will of God.





Philadelphia: Authorized with Access & Advance (through the purity of God’s love)





Philadelphia: defined as brotherly love. The advantages of its position, providing the way to the pass between valleys, and the richness of its vine produce. Volcanic soil increased vine growing.


Revelation 3:7, And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, (key: authorization into/ passport verification) he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; (notice: the “door” is not mentioned yet, because first there’s the KEY/ access to the door)


(v.8) I know thy works: behold, I have set (established) before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength (in your own ability), and hast kept my word (rendering availability) and hast not denied my name.


(v.9) Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews (superior), and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. Galatians 3:28, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.


(v.10) Because thou hast kept the word of my patience: stedfastness (notice it’s not their patience, but God’s patience), I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 


(v.11) Behold, I come quickly (suddenly without delay-patience actually speeds up the process): hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown (Gr. Stephanos: mark of royalty and exalted rank)


(v.12) Him that overcometh will I make a pillar (foundational support) in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. James 1:4, But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
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